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News From St. Mary’s, Tilston and St. Edith’s, Shocklach – December 2021 

It is with great delight, coupled with a sense of joyful anticipation, that we can announce that our    

churches are intending to run their normal Christmas services this year. Although Norma and I have been 

in post for nearly two years, this will be our first unrestricted Christmas experience in Tilston and      

Shocklach. We are getting excited! 

Christmas will start with a Christmas Tree Service from St. Mary’s at 4.00 p.m. on Sunday 12th. December. 

Please bring your families to join in the fun! 

Sunday 19th. December at 6.30 p.m. sees a Carol Service from St. Mary’s, when we will be joined by choirs 

from both Tilston Parochial and Shocklack Oviatt Primary Schools. Please join us if you enjoy singing      

traditional carols and hearing the Christmas story through our nine short lessons. There will also be an 

opportunity to sing carols at The Bull, Shocklach, on Saturday 18th. December at 7.30 p.m. All are          

welcome to join us. 

We are also looking forward to the Crib Service at 4.00 p.m. on Christmas Eve at St. Edith’s. This is        

another opportunity to bring young children to experience the real meaning of Christmas, with a manger 

and baby Jesus! 

We will also be holding family Holy Communion services on Christmas Day, 9.45 a.m. at St. Mary’s and 

11.15 a.m. at St. Edith’s, but no services on Sunday 26th. December.  

Finally, on Sunday 2nd. January Chris Gilbert will be leading All Age services at both churches (at the usual 

times of 9.45 a.m. at St. Mary’s and 11.15 a.m. at St. Edith’s), with the opportunity for reflective me      

ditation, as we start a New Year, during a Candlelit Taize Service at 4.00 p.m. in St. Edith’s.  

As you have no doubt realised, there are many different opportunities on offer. Do come along, and     

invite your friends and neighbours, so that Christmas in our villages will be really special and meaningful 

for us all.  

Isaiah 9: 2-7 ‘The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 

shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 

name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.’ 

 In a time of great darkness, God promised to send his Son, Jesus, as a light who would shine in the     

darkness. This message of hope is as relevant today as it was 2,000 years ago. 

God bless, 

Tim and Norma 
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TILSTON WAR  

MEMORIAL HALL 
Located in the heart of the  

village and available for hire, 

with a large hall, two smaller meeting rooms, fully 

equipped kitchen, licensed bar, state of the art lighting 

and stage, the Village Hall is ideal for community, family, 

corporate &  public functions.  

For bookings and further information please contact:  

   01829 250471 or  

Email: bookings@tilstonvillagehall.co.uk    

www.tilstonvillagehall.co.uk 

mailto:bookings@tilstonvillagehall.co.uk
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Brownie Leaders Celebrate  
 
How proud are we. A couple of weeks 
ago Pat (Tawny Owl) and myself (Snowy 
Owl) were invited to Cheshire Forest 
Guiding to an award ceremony.  We had 
a lovely afternoon and both of us came 
away with awards. Pat was given a       
20-year award and I had a 30 year one - 
where have the years gone! We are very 
proud to have given the girls of Tilston 
area an experience of guiding with us 
and we have     enjoyed it so much and 
we hope they have too. 
 
Guiding is a lovely activity but we have 
just lost our current Guide leader so we 
are looking for someone willing to step 
into her shoes. If you’re interested in 
helping us keep guiding in Tilston would 
you be able to help? No experience is 
necessary but if you have done guiding 
before all the better. Pat and I will be 
still doing Brownies so will be there to 
help if you need us. If you know     
someone who might be interested, 
please let us know.  We would only be 
looking at 4-5 girls to start which would 
be a lovely size group to work with. 
Please think about and contact me if 
you need any information  
 

Thanks  
 
Helen 
07801545707 
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Reminder for your diary  
 
the Bull Quiz, The Bull at Shocklach. Monday 13th  
December, 8 pm. Entry £1 per person. Teams of up 
to five people. Winning team takes it all.  
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St Mary’s Bellringers                                                                                                        What happened to 2021? 
 
Christmas is on the horizon, and the Bells at St Mary’s are getting more and more use as our “New Recruits” 
are progressing in their training. We are holding practices on Thursday nights as usual for the whole band 
and our welcome visitors as well as a two hour session on a Sunday afternoon for the new learners where 
we tie the clappers on the bells and practice either silently or using the Simulator, a few of us also continue 
to visit our friends at St Albans, Tattenhall on a Tuesday, visiting other towers is always both fun and educa-
tional, and we have also had visitors at our practices from Handbridge and Hoole.  
 
Individual training sessions are also happening during the week to accelerate the progress of our               
intermediate ringers, and these are also meaning that the whole band Is progressing.  
 
It’s always good to have some younger ringers and currently we have two that have made very quick      
progress, Cameron and Joseph both got the hang of the basics really well and I expect it will only be a few 
weeks before they join the main band to practice, this is quite a jump after learning how to handle a bell on 
your own, but we have every confidence that they will continue to progress and will probably overtake us 
all in double quick time! 
 
We are looking at the possibility of ringing a Quarter Peal at Tilston in December with half of the band from 
our own ringers, Jo has now completed a couple of these 45 minute long sequences on the Simulator during 
the Sunday Learners sessions ( we now have the ability to have two simulators running at the same time 
doing different things ) and if Jill can find a few hours to do the same we will be in a good position to have a 
bash at completing the task with the help of some other local expertise as always! 
 
Who has seen the new Church Website  www.tilstonandshocklachchurch.co.uk ?  There is a quite big       
information section for bellringing now including a video tower tour including footage of the bells in the 
belfry when ringing, and lots of information about how and why we ring, if you get a minute have a look, 
you may feel inspired to “have a go” and we are always happy to let people do exactly that. 
 
There will be quite a lot of service ringing this month being the festive season, and if all goes to plan, we are 
also going to have some special things happening in the tower whilst we are ringing in the dark      evenings 
to brighten things on the run up to Christmas – I will say no more! 
 
We like to give you some interesting Bellringing facts each month so this time we decided to tell you a bit 
about the bells themselves and a special kind of recycling!  
 
We have 6 bells made by John Taylor & Co in Loughborough, they are still going today and when our bells 
were cast in 1924 this was a “purple period” for the foundry when some of the best Taylors bells were cast. 
They are made of Bell Metal which is an alloy of copper and tin with a tin content up to 25%,  When our 
bells were cast, the original 4 Bells originally cast in 1672 and 1678 were removed from the tower and taken 
to the foundry where they were smashed and the metal reused to cast our 4 biggest bells, so in  other 
words, the old bells were recycled to make four of the ones we have now, two new smaller one were added 
to make the 6 at St Mary’s.  
 
To end, all the ringers would like to thank you, our audience, for your support and  
encouragement throughout the year, we are looking forward to 2022 when we plan  
even bigger and better things in the Tower ! 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 
 
St Mary’s Bellringers 
 

http://www.tilstonandshocklachchurch.co.uk
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Shocklach Gardening Group 

It was so good to see so many visitors and new faces at our meeting in November to enjoy the talk from 

Razvan Chisu. His stunning photography and knowledgeable input transported us 

to the Peloponnese in spring to ‘walk on flowers’ - wildflowers - through      

meadows, hillsides and simply by the road. It was a stark reminder of how much 

biodiversity we have lost in Britain. What an amazing talk. 

We take a break in December, to enable you to fit in all your Christmas          
preparations and celebrations and meet again in the new year. 
 
 

Our first meeting of 2022 will be on Monday 17th January when Penny Hearn and Jane Bingham return 
for ‘Every Garden tells a Story’. We meet for a 7:30 pm start in the W.I hall on   Chorlton lane SY14 7EP 
and look forward to seeing you there. Visitors are always welcome. 
 
Information: Wendy Gilpin 01829 250413 

 
CHORLTON & CUDDINGTON WI 

 
Our members have enjoyed meeting in person since August and have been entertained, and educated, 
by some very interesting speakers. In addition, we have held a very successful Coffee Morning to help 
raise funds for the maintenance of our Hall and by the time this edition is published we shall have        
enjoyed an early Christmas Lunch at The Cock O' Barton. We do not have a meeting in December but 
have a full programme planned for next year. We kick off 2022 on the 5th January with a Social Afternoon 
and on the 2nd February Melanie, Latham will speak on "Chutney & Cheer". Seasons Greetings to all our 
Members. Report by Jean Sutton, for further WI information contact Eileen on 01948 770405. PLEASE 
NOTE that from January all our meetings will start at 2.00pm. 
 
 

A successful day  at Hill Filed on 6th November, run by Tilston Parish Council.  To get involved with The 

Friends of Hill Field, Check the Tilston Parish Council Report in this issue for contact details .  More        

information on the Parish Council website, click on Hill 

Filed at the top of the HOM E page. 
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