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Notes of informal meeting with Bolesworth Estate & Neighbouring Parish Council. 

Bolesworth Castle    

Monday 12th March 2024 

Present  

Bolesworth Estate – Eleanor Aldwinckle1, Nina Barbour, Gaurav Batra, Harry Bolton2, Mike 

Crowther.  

Broxton & District Parish Council – Kathryn Borman. 

Handley & District Parish Council – Nigel Johnson, John Moseley. 

Tattenhall & District Parish Council – Jonny Kershaw, Neil Matthews, Ann Wright (Clerk) 

Apologies  

Cheshire West & Chester Council (CW&C) – Mike Jones. 

CW&C Local Plan Consultation  

It was confirmed the Estate has been in existence for 200 years and wants to continue for 

another 200 years. The Estate is working on a vision for the future with short, medium and 

long term ambition and goals.    

Farming 

It was recognised that the majority of the Estate is devoted to dairy farming, an industry 

which is facing changes and challenge. The Estate’s ambition is to have the best, strongest 

and most sustainable dairy farms. 

Leisure & Tourism 

The Estate is looking to deliver a low density, quality leisure and tourism offer which will bring 

with it employment (with a focus on sourcing employees from the local area), economic 

growth and visitors into the area.  

Local Entrepreneurs  

It was agreed that there is an impressive number of local entrepreneurs given the small area. 

Many of these successful businesses are in Bolesworth properties and the Estate needs to 

allow them to grow and provide the necessary infrastructure. 

Great Place to Live  

It was noted that there are serious flooding issues in and around Tattenhall which the Estate 

would like to help address.  

Housing  

The Estate recognised there are challenges with housing in Tattenhall in terms of quality, 

affordability and accessibility. 

It was discussed there needs to be a constructive discussion on how we want local life to 

look moving forward. The estate believes that there is an opportunity for wider discussion to 

help agree and deliver sensible and balanced growth which makes Tattenhall an even better 

place for its residents. Amenities like local shops and GP surgeries will also need to be 

actively considered since these are currently constrained. 

Tourism 

It was highlighted that Chester is a huge tourist and visitor attraction however this isn’t 

trickling down into the local area as much as it could.  

 
1 Head Commercial Asset Management 
2 Planning Consultant  



2 
 

The Estate wants to turn day trips into overnight stays using estate properties. Using a 

sensitive approach to deliver low volume, high quality accommodation. Possibly developing a 

site between the Marina and Ice Cream Farm. 

Weddings 

The Estate reported they are considering establishing a wedding venue and are carrying out 

feasibility studies of possible sites.  

 It was confirmed the Estate wants to reuse existing buildings rather than develop new sites 

reducing the impact on the area.  

The Estate recognises that traffic can have a significant impact on the community, and this 

will be taken into account. It was reported at this very early stage in the process highways 

surveys have not been undertaken.   

Concerns were raised about the cumulative impact of traffic from different developments in 

addition the traffic generated by the possible National Landscape designation and residents. 

It was confirmed that the Local Plan will include a strategic highways review and any 

planning applications will consider highways matters. 

Entrepreneur’s Economy 

It was noted there are successful rural food and agri. tech businesses on the Estate including 

the Ice Cream Farm and Cogent. It was noted the area is well located as hub for these types 

of businesses.  

Chowley Oak 

The Estate’s long-term vision is to develop Chowley Oak to create good employment 

opportunities. Possibly creating an agricultural/rural focused hub. It was noted there would 

need to be improvements to the A41 junction. Developing a route from Chowley Oak into 

Tattenhall would also be beneficial. It was discussed the site should have good public 

transport links. 

Canalside 

It was acknowledged that Canalside is in need of a refresh and could be considered for 

mixed development of commercial, residential, live/work units as a brownfield site. It was 

noted this area is in a conservation area and there is a huge opportunity to improve its 

character.  

Flooding 

It was noted this is a complex issue. There are a number of high flood risk areas. The Estate 

owns land which could be used for flood mitigation and it is in discussions with Welsh Dee 

Trust to identify possible solutions possibly holding flood waters back upstream. 

It was noted that a meeting is planned with key stakeholders in May to identify possible 

solutions. 

Concern was raised about holding back too much water up stream and that works needs to 

be done to speed up the flow of water through the village as well.  

Severe flooding was discussed on Frog Lane and what role the Estate plays with tenants to 

address these issues. It was noted the Estate will remind tenants of their responsibilities, but 

the tenants are responsible for the management of their land.  

Housing  

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) highlights issues around housing quality and affordability.  
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It was confirmed the Estate is considering small developments to help improve the mix of 

housing available. The Estate is looking to redevelop disused rural buildings. It was noted 

many of these building could be converted under permitted development rights however to 

achieve a better quality of properties it may be better to build new on the sites.  

It was noted that there needs to be a review of what infrastructure is needed for further 

residential development. It was discussed that there needs to be a coherent and sensible 

way of adjusting the settlement boundary and delivering needed infrastructure.  

It was discussed that affordable housing needs to be truly affordable with priority for 

Tattenhall residents.  It was discussed that the Community Land Trust has struggled to find a 

registered provider (RP) to manage homes they have permission to build and whether there 

was an opportunity for affordable housing to be clustered over a wider area. 

Bolesworth Estate  

It was noted the Estate is looking to be consistent in how it acts, operates and who it works 

with.  Bolesworth is making a conscious effort to improve brand standard and consistency 

across everything it does, including look and feel, services provided, and how it interacts with 

tenants, customers & stakeholders. 

Key Service Centre (KSC) 

It was discussed that Tattenhall lacks amenities including shops and it was raised if 

Tattenhall is still a KSC. It was discussed that there is a need to look at how to unlock the 

constraints within the community to allow it to develop. 

The Chester Road access onto the A41 was raised as a constraint of development.   

It was noted the Estate will submit its consultation response and that the Group can discuss 

this further at future meetings and provide feedback from their Councils. 

Tattenhall & District Neighbourhood Plan  

It was reported that the Neighbourhood Plan Review is approaching the public consultation 

and Reg. 14 consultation stage.  

Future Meetings  

Monday 20th May 2024 – 7.30pm – Venue TBC.  

Monday 19th August 2024 - Venue TBC. 

Ann Wright 

14th March 2024
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